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Summary Information

Repository: Friends of Wood Memorial Library and Museum
Creator: Wood Memorial Library Quilters (South Windsor, Conn.)
Title: Wood Memorial Library Quilters records
ID: 2015.21
Date [inclusive]: 1976-2010
Physical .94 Linear Feet
Description:

Language of the English .
Material:

Abstract: The Wood Memorial Library Quilters (1974-2014) was a
volunteer organization of quilters that supported the Wood
Memorial Library. They repaired and finished quilts for
customers and created quilts from scratch that were sold in
auction or raffled off, and donated the proceeds to the Wood
Memorial Library. This collection consists of four scrapbooks
that have been disassembled and copied and three series of
records: financial papers, correspondence, and miscellaneous
papers and photos.

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item],Wood Quilters Photos and Records (accession number), Wood
Memorial Library and Museum, South Windsor, CT.
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Biographical / Historical

The Wood Memorial Library Quilters was a volunteer organization of quilters that supported
the Wood Memorial Library. The group repaired and finished quilts for customers and donated
the money earned to the Wood Memorial Library. They also created quilts from scratch that
were sold in auction or raffled off, also in support of the library. The quilters group was
founded in 1974 by Arline Bidwell and Edith Vibert and continued to meet and make quilts
until 2014.
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An average of 10-15 women were members of the group at any given time, and they met
twice weekly on the second floor of the Wood Memorial Library to do their work. Members
of the group would chat as they worked, though politics, religion and gossip were strictly off
limits topics. It took the quilters 3-4 months to complete a quilt top, which in the early 2000s,
they would have charged $400-500 for, depending on the size. The group earned, on average,
$1,000 each year to support the library.
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Scope and Contents

The Wood Memorial Library Quilters records consists mainly of the contents of 4 scrapbooks
put together by members of the Wood Quilters Group. The scrapbooks contain photos of the
quilters at work, completed quilts, and newspaper articles about the group. The material in
the scrapbooks runs from 1976-2006. Each scrapbook covers a distinct period, though there is
overlap in the scrapbooks. Materials were removed from scrapbook albums during processing,
because of the acidity of the album pages and the adhesives used. Included in each scrapbook
series are photocopies of the original scrapbook pages before material was removed.

There are also three series of papers accumulated by the Wood Quilters: financial papers,

correspondence, and miscellaneous papers and photos found in the group's files. The papers
cover 1997-2010.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Friends of Wood Memorial Library and Museum

783 Main Street

P.O. Box 131

South Windsor, CT 06074

Business Number: 860-289-1783
archives@woodmemoriallibrary.org
URL: https://woodmemoriallibrary.org/
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Conditions Governing Access

There is no restriction on access to the collection for research use. Particularly fragile items
may be restricted for preservation purposes.

Conditions Governing Use

Requests for permission to publish should be directed to the Wood Memorial Library
archives staff. It is the responsibility of the researcher to identify and satisfy the holders of
all copyrights.
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