
e Winter 2022 f

Where history, nature, and
the arts come alive.
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“Land of Sweets”
The Wood’s 12th Annual Gingerbread House Festival

FREE and Open to the Public
November 25 thru December 18, 2022

Thursdays & Fridays 10am-7pm, Saturdays & Sundays 10am-5pm 
Closed Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays

Gingerbread House Festival 
Free & Open to the Public 

The Friends of Wood Memorial Library & Museum invite you to join 
Clara and the Nutcracker Prince in the Land of Sweets, as you 
experience one of the largest gingerbread house festivals in New 
England. The Friends’ 12th Annual Gingerbread House Festival opens 
Thanksgiving weekend and runs from Friday, November 25th thru 
Sunday, December 18th, 2022. 

Gaze upon row after row of creative and colorful gingerbread creations, 
all made by regional artisans and bakers, students and community 
members, expert and beginner alike. 

We’re bringing back the friendly competition element of the festival.  
Our team of three local celebrity judges will choose the gingerbread 
masterpieces they think best represent different categories such as 
wonderfully whimsical and commendable use of candy. Don’t forget to 
stop by “Ye Olde Gingerbread Shoppe” for the opportunity to take 
home a bit of the magic with many holiday themed gifts and treats.   

For more details about the festival visit
www.WoodMemorialLibrary.org.

c Thank you to our Supporters d
January 2021 - June 2022

Over $1,000
Acorn Alcinda Foundation
Burrill, Robert & Barbara
Shepard, Tim & Sue
Ainsworth, James & Nancy 
Archer-Patterson Family Foundation 
Hanlon, Jocelyn
Hartford Audubon Society
Hittle, Marcia Adams
Lake, David & Prudence
Macro, Tony and Virgina
Russell, Doug & Sara
Straayer, Jim & Judy

$500 - $999
Brunone, Peter & Beth
Cote, Henry & Bobbie
Daigle, Dave and Sandy
Field, Cynthia
Fromson, Sandra Bender 
Holowczak, John
Khattar, Anup
Ladd, Peter
Lancaster Leaf Tobacco Co
New England Silica, Inc. 
Normen, Roy
Ramsey, Paul & Daryl
Scheller, Ginny
Sutton, Judy
Venne, Brad & Carolyn

$250 - $499
Bartomeli, Tom & Pat
Burnham, Sue and Sia Dowlatshahi 
Dibble, Sweyden
Gehris, Peter & Betty
Gimbrone, Carl & Marcia
Haffner, Scott and Deborah 
Hughes, Dick and Bev
King, Stafford and Anne
Lacerte, Marilyn
Mueller, Ingrid
Musgrave, Rick & Paula
Oates, Paul & Tracy
Peck, David and Susan Leslie 
Rowe, Fran & Sue
Sunderland, Edward & Linda
Utay, Art & Janet
Watt, James & Nancy
Wilkos, Christopher & Brenda 
Young, Jack & Laurie

$100 - $249
Albetski, Lucy
Alexander, Ralph & Caroline
Alve-Hedegaard, Eliza
Anderson, Gayle
Anderson, Rachel
Armstrong, Dorothy
Asplund, Herb & Betty
Bachman, Brenda
Bania, Joyce
Barile, B.D.
Bassos, Nancy
Belknap, James & Terry
Bickford, Gretchen
Bourn, Jim & Maureen
Bradlau, Roger & Elizabeth
Carter, Kate & Tom LaFlamme 
Case, Bette
Casinghino, Sally & Peter 
Charbonneau, Andre
Cogan, Eileen
Colvin, Carol
Cote, Gretel
Couillard, Jim & Cindy
Crouse, Patricia
Curtin, Michael & Sharon

Dansereau, Carol
Davern, Paul & Linda
Delnicki, Tom & Audrey
DeMallie, Peter & Ann
Dubreuil, Andre & Lisa
Duval, Monica
Dzen, Virginia
Edlund, Sally
Favale, Lisa
Festi, Margaret
Fogle, Lynda
Foster, Dwight & Judy
Fox, Nanci
Gough, Audrey
Grillo, Robert & Bernadette
Havens, Ed Jr & Marie Alipranti
Haviland, Frank & Shirley Mae Neu
Hintz, Ernie
Hobbs, David & Rayona
Hofmann, John & Darlene
Hole, Ginny & Mike Roscoe
Hoover, Michael & Brianna Decker
Ireland, Karen
Isbister, Anne
Jacques, Muriel
Kennedy, Joseph Jr.
Kerrigan, Jim and Kathy
Klosowski, Frank
Leland, Stuart
Link, Bob Jr.
Longo, Eva
Lopez, Cesar
Love, Rick & Liza
Marra, Ray & Pam
Marsh, Susan & Nancy
Masi, Victor & Theresa
Masters, Ron & Nancy
Mattran, Guy
McGrath, LaRaine
Melia, Mike & Julie Abrams
Melin, Jeff
Miller, Kristine
Miller, Scott & Cindy
Molly, Mary Ellen
Moran, Mary-Christine
Murphy, Joan
Murray, Jim & Janet
Nadeau, Fran
Nicholson, Richard
O'Donnell, Elaine
Parrott, Roger & Terri
Pasqualini, Helen
Pate, Andrew & Joan
Pedemonti, Al & Annabel
Perrill, Catherine
Peterson, Wendy
Pitcock, Gary
Plummer, Peter & Daria
Prestileo, Vince
Reba, Sara
Riccio, Judith
Robinson, Steve & Jane
Roe, Jon
Rose, Stuart & Sherry
Rotenberg, Charles
Ruegg, Mark & Karen
Salvador, Bina
Sample-Josefiak, June
Schulman, Robert
Soloperto, Chris & Jodi
Starr, Robert & Edith
Stevenson, Linda
Stillman, Larry & Margot
Tarantino, Richard & Eriko
TEMS PTO
Toohey, Tina
Tower, Bob & Jackie
Trotman, Jean
Vannelli, Bob & Michele

Vedovato, Joseph & Lynn
Veilleux, Laura
Willard & Alexander, LLC
Williams, Mark & Donna
Wood, Joseph & Honey
Woods, Barbara

$50 - $99
Aronson, Arnold
Baer, Antoinette
Baltaks, Phyllis
Bansal, Julia & Hiob
Barbour, Paul & Barbara
Bero, Denise
Blozie, David & Cynthia
Bolduc, Mark & Nicole
Bone, Susan & Richard Jones
Cameron, June
Carter, David & Patricia
Chagnot, Lynne
Cote, Paul & Sydnie
Craparotta, Pamelia
Dickinson, Robert
DiModugno, Louis & Mary
Falcone, Pam
Famiglietti, Arturo & Nancy
Finnegan, Mary
Gallagher, Ed & Catherine
Goetjen, Penny
Goslin, David & Ronna
Granchelli, Lisa
Greaves, Patricia
Greenhill, Eric & Susan
Gregoire, Maureen
Guzofski, Elizabeth
Habif, John & Mary
Hanson, Keith & Laura
Hathaway, Jeffrey & Donna
Howe, Jamie
Jeski, Sandy
Jourdan, Cheryl
Keen, Louise
Kiely, Christine
Kopper, Fred & Lisa
Lamberg, Gary & Dorothy
Lane, Martha
Lillis, Michael & Lisa
Loftus, Thomas
Mahmood, Ismat
Miller, Josie
Moniz, Maggie
Palazzini, Chris & Shelly Nichols
Pandozzi, Martin & Alice
Marie
Pelton, Ronald & Nancy
Pennington, Cynthia
Petzold, Ralph & Elyse
Prouty, Ginger
Quercia, Robert & Yolanda
Raulukaitis, Bill & Joanne
Rivard, Eric & Cassie
Rivard, Jacqueline
Robino, Shirley
Rothwell, Douglas
Ruggiero, Anthony & Georgianna
Samsel, Terry
Sarkar, Manojit & Anushila Ray
Schlechtweg, Jeff & Bonnie
Sheridan, Ruth
Singer, Trudy
Stoker, Robert & Karen
Thompson, Roger & Patricia
Tracy, Liz
Wadhams, John & Lynn
Wescott, Diana
Wicks, Diane
Willadsen, Mike & Beth
Wolff, David & Ann
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Longtime supporter and volunteer Sue Shepard was the recipient of 
the Edith Vibert Volunteer Award for her decades of service to the 
organization in positions as varied as the children's librarian to a  

a director on the Friends' Board. In the 
90s she was instrumental in the 
development of the Friend’s annual fund, 
and in 2011 she helped to establish the 
Friends’ endowment fund at the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving. 
Over the years, Sue helped to found 
fundraising dinners and the Friends’ 
annual golf tournament. Sue is a true 
ambassador, having helped to introduce 
the Friends to new neighbors, volunteers 
and sponsors over her many years of 
service. Thank you, Sue Shepard!

There is a new wigwam in 
Nowahe Village courtesy of 
artist Nayana LaFond, titled Be 
The Change.  The sculpture is 
about Domestic Abuse, and it 
will be on display for around 
two years.  It is constructed out 
of rebar aluminum, stainless 
steel, plexiglass and concrete. 
When you sit inside the 
structure you will see words & 
phrases in over 12 languages 
including five Indigenous 
Languages. These words are 
meant as a source of comfort & 
inspiration for those 
experiencing domestic abuse, 
and those who survived. Visit 
www.Nowashe.org for more  
details.

The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) selected 
the Friends of Wood Memorial Library as one of 4 recipients nationwide 
to be presented with the History in Progress (HIP) Award and Award of 
Excellence for Nowashe Village.

The HIP Award is given at the discretion of the AASLH Awards 
Committee, and is an additional award chosen from amongst the winners 
of Award of Excellence awards, which recognizes specific projects that 
are "highly inspirational, exhibits exceptional scholarship, and/or is 
exceedingly entrepreneurial in terms of funding, partnerships, 
collaborations, creative problem solving, unusual project design, or 
inclusiveness."  

Friends' staff traveled to Buffalo, NY to accept the award at the Annual 
AASLH Conference.  They also were the presenters at the small museum 

learned.  Spending a few days at a national conference among their peers 
was an educational and worthwhile experence. Thank You to everyone 
who has helped in making Nowashe Village such a success!

Executive Director, Carolyn Venne and 
longtime Board Member, Sue Shepard.

Proud sponsors of the Friends of Wood Memorial Library & Museum

Pictured left to right-AASLH President and CEO John Dichtl with Friends of Wood Memorial Library & Museum 
Staff; Education Director Liz Glaviano, Executive Director Carolyn Venne, Communications Director Jessica 
Vogelgesang and AASLH Council Chair Norman Burns.

It's 1962. The stars, the Moon, and the entire galaxy seem as far away 
from South Windsor as putting a human in space, among the dark, 
intrepid unknown. Gazing into its depths has become your new 
pastime. Halfway across town however, a group of engineers from Pratt 
& Whitney have devoted their pastimes to reaching space. Partnered 
with NASA, a group of several engineers signed onto what was 
supposed to be a three-week project in developing fuel cells for the 
Apollo missions. Their next eight years would define not only their 
careers, but the ambitions of America as a whole in a rapid race to 
perfect this new, breakthrough technology. Visit Wood Memorial 
Library & Museum this spring 2023 and discover the work of countless 
local South Windsor engineers and NASA employees as we take a 
retrospective look through untold history gathered from newspapers, 
interviews, and more. This exhibit is the culmination of countless hours 
of research spearheaded by Friend's volunteer Ria Saxena and 
involving documents and objects both donated and on loan from the 
Joseph A. Bost Collection of UTC Fuel Cell Papers, Vicky and Paul 
Margiott, and Friends' Board Member Henry Cote.

22002233  SSpprriinngg  PPrrooggrraamm
HHiigghhlliigghhttss
In 2023, the Friends are also welcoming back the 
Delvena Theatre Company to entertain patrons 
with their Salem Witch Trials and Isabella 
Stewart Gardner programs.  Visitors will be able 
to further explore these subjects in depth 
through lectures offered by Pulitzer Prize 
winning reporter Edmund H. Mahony and 
Connecticut State Historian emeritus, Walter W. 
Woodward.  For more information on all of our 
upcoming 2023 programs visit our website 
www.WoodMemorialLibrary.org and sign up for 
our monthly e-newsletter.

EEddiitthh  VViibbeerrtt  VVoolluunntteeeerr  AAwwaarrdd

BBee  TThhee  CChhaannggee  SSccuullppttuurree  
IInnssttaalllleedd  iinn  NNoowwaasshhee

Artist Nayana LaFond pictured in her sculpture Be the 
Change

SSWW  SSttuuddeenntt  RReesseeaarrcchheess  SSppaaccee

VViissiitt  oouurr  wweebbssiitteess  ffoorr  tthhee  llaatteesstt  ddeettaaiillss  oonn  oouurr  22002233  pprrooggrraammss

wwwwww..WWooooddMMeemmoorriiaallLLiibbrraarryy..oorrgg
wwwwww..NNoowwaasshhee..oorrgg

HHiissttoorryy  IInn  PPrrooggrreessss  AAwwaarrdd

Isabella Stewart Gardner
portrait by John Singer Sargent

luncheon, where they shared highlights of their project including lesson s
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